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THE CHRISTMAS § STORY 


_VIEW- MASTER. REEL ONE i oe 
_ MARY AND JOSEPH 
Picture L 
A lenis time 8 ago, before 
there was such a holiday 
as Christmas, there lived 
in ancient Galilee, ina _ 
tiny town called Nazareth, — 
a young woman named 
Mary. 
One day. as he fed the 
doves in the courtyard, 
_ the angel Gabriel descend- 
ed from heaven and spoke 
to her in thismanner, 
“Hail, the Lord is with 
thee: blessed art thou 


roe amongst \ women.’ 


- Mary trembled and knew not what to make of 
these strange words, so the angel said, = 
“Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with 

| God. Behold, thou shalt bring forth a son. He shall _ 
be great, and shall be called the Son of God, and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” — 
“Let it be so,” replied Mary roay. “ am the 
: handmaiden. of the Lord. ee 
 Bicture 2 
‘Magy: was heteothed to Joseph, the village car- 
- penter, who was a direct descendant of the great 
King David. One night while J oseph lay asleep an 


~ angel of the Lord appeared to him. 


“Joseph, son of David,” said the angel, “take to 
thee Mary as thy wife. She shall bring forth a son 
and thou shalt call him Jesus, for he shall save his’ 
people from their sins.’ 

So Joseph did as the angel commanded him and 
- married his beloved da 
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Picture 3 

In these times, Judea, land of Mary and Joseph, 
resounded to the marching of Roman Legions. 

Any wish of the mighty emperor, Caesar Augus- 

tus, was a command that reached the smallest moun- 

tain village. And, so it was, that a herald arrived in 

Nazareth and read the emperor’s decree that all 

must register for the census of the world. _ 


Picture 4 
- While ‘iconenleat the rest of the Roman world, 
each registered in the town where he lived, in Judea 
the custom was different. The Jews have always — 
been proud of their ancient kings and heroes, such > 
as King Solomon, the prophet Daniel, and many 
others. From all over the land they traveled to the 
cities of their ancestors to register, 

Picture 5 
Mary and Joseph heel to travel to Bethlehem, the 
city of David, eighty miles away. Joseph walked 
all the way while Mary, who was with child, rode 
on a little donkey. As they approached Bethlehem, 
Joseph saw that Mary’s time was drawing near; so, 
although it was growing dark, they pressed on, and 
did not stop until they had reached Safety inside 
the gates of the city of David. 
Picture 6 
But the town was full of census-takers, Roman — 


officials, and others who had come from all parts of 
the land to register. There was no room for Mary at | 
the inn, nor was there a house that was not over- 
crowded with travelers. | | 

| Picture 7 

The only resting place that Joseph could find in 
all of Bethlehem, was a humble stable. There among 
the tethered animals, Mary brought forth her first- 
born son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
then gently placed him in a manger. 

A few miles distant tow- 
ered the magnificent palace 
fortress of Herod the Great. 
This king — by permission 
of the Roman emperor — 
slept in state, covered with 
the finest linens, while the 
“ King of Kings, the baby 
esus, that first Christmas 


_ Eve, slept on straw in a 
crude wooden manger. | 


VIEW-MASTER REEL TWO 


THE SHEPHERDS 
Picture 1 
_ While all the rest of the 
world was asleep, the first 
Christmas night, not far 
away from the town of 
Bethlehem, shepherds were 
watching over their sheep. 
_ One stayed awake, alert — 
or any robbers or wolves, 
while the others slept. 
- Sleeping, they dreamt of 
the coming of the Savior 
the prophets had promised. 


ea gee Picture 2 
Then a great light appeared in the night sky, © 
blotting out the stars with its brilliance, and a 
radiant angel stood before them. The shepherds, 
awakened, hid their faces and trembled with fear 
until the angel called to them, 
“Fear not, I bring you glad tidings of great joy, 
hich shall belong to all 
the world. There was 
born to you, today in the 
town of Bethlehem, a 
Savior, Christ the Lord. 
nd this shall be a sign 
you; you shall find an 
fant lying in a manger, 
and wrapped in swad- 


dling clothes.” 


Picture 3 


Suddenly the sky filled 
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When, at last, all of 
the angels had departed, 


pherds said to one 


another, 


the she 


“Tet us all go now to 


Bethlehem and see th 


1S 


. 


ich to- 


great event wh 
night has come to pass.” 


“But, who will, care for. 
‘s Tn flocks if we leave?” | 
asked | one. | 
“The sheep will surely be 
safe on a night. like this,” 
— they all told him. 
_ And one said, “Should we 
not bring a present to the 
newborn King?” 
_ So they chose the very 
; youngest and the whitest — 
- of the ewe lambs, and in 
great joy wort hurrying up the terraced hill, and i 
through the moonlit gardens of the sleeping town. — 
The only light in all Bethlehem, the one burning 
— in the stable where Joseph watched over Mary, now — 
- guided them to the infant Jesus. Presenting the 
_ tiny lamb, they fell down and worshipped. Then all 
a of them a Solent J one in his s mientong vel. 


Picture 5 


“When dase came > tas told Mary aan J oseph of 


the angel’s visit, of the prophetic words that brought : 7 
them there, and of the heavenly choir. Many times _ 
on their way through town they were stopped and — 


made to caanee once more these marvelous things. 


Picture 6 ae 


Mary tuned to all of these wontéetal sayings, — 
but said nothing. She already knew. She kept her 
ereat joy to herself, lest they think her filled with 
pride, and was content to porte silently on the 
great things that were to come. 
Picture ! Ne 

The sitxple Duighands went ak to their flocks, — 
truly thankful to God for all that they had been > 
privileged to see and hear. Many after them would 
envy them their few bright hours of glory. uae 
_ So they praised the Lord and thus celebrated the | 
first Christmas morn. aad 
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To find this Messiah and worship him, three of 

them started out for J udea, the land of the Jews. 
Picture 2 

By caravan they traveled, long and far, and at 
last arrived at Jerusalem, capital of Judea. _ 

From the very time they passed through the city 
gates, they never ceased inquiring, “Where is he 
who is born King of the Jews?” None could tell, for 
Herod was their king, and they knew no other. 

Picture 3 

Now everyone in Jerusalem was talking about the 
princely Magi who had come from the East seeking 
the newborn King of the Jews. People soon became 
restless, hoping the new king would be found, for 
they were tired of the wicked rule of Herod. 

When Herod heard of all this he was jealous and 
worried. Sending for the high priests and scribes 
of the people, he commanded, “Tell me where this 
Christ, savior of your people, is to be born.” 


They told him, “The prophets have written that 
— from the town of Bethlehem there shall come forth 
a leader who will rule all of Israel.” 


Picture 4 

The evil king called the Wise Men before him, 

and, questioning them, found out how long ago the 

star had appeared to them. 

“Go to the town of Bethlehem,” he ordered them, 

“and search there carefully for this child who is to 

be King of the Jews. When you have found him, 
send me word. I, too, want to worship him.” 


ne: Caer go 1a os aoe. Picture. 3 
he W ise > Men ok out: on the ena to Bethlehem, pee 


not knowing whether to trust Herod’s directions — 
or not. But, lo and behold! When night fell, the | 


Christmas star appeared in the sky to guide their a 
- path. As they entered Bethlehem, that star seemed — 
to shine upon a certain humble dwelling. The Wise 
Men dismounted from their camels, and, trembling 
with hope and. wonder, went 1 in. 


‘Picture 6 


Inside, oon saw Maey sitting with Jesus on her 
lap. The wondrous Child was seemingly enthroned 
in the loving arms of his mother. And J oseph was 
watching in silent adoration. | 


The Wise Men turned, and with brief, pene 
glances assured each other that their search was 
ended. Kneeling, they worshipped the Child they 
had traveled so far to find. They presented him 
with the first Christmas gifts, gold from India, and 


freaubitineiie and myrrh from Arabia. Then they 
told Mary and Joseph of their long journey since 
they had first seen the Christmas star. 
Picture 7 

As the Wise Men slept that night, an angel came 
to them in a dream and warned them not to return 
to Herod, for the jealous king, in reality, was plan- 
ning to slay the Christ Child. 


‘The dawn found them mounted on swift camels, 
as, turning away from Jerusalem, they returned to 
the East by another route. There they told to all 
who would listen, the story of the first Christmas. | 
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SEE AND ENJOY OTHER STEREO PICTURES. OF 


Noah’s Ark © The Easter Story : Parables of Jesus 
Bible Heroes | Birth of Jesus Jesus Teaches 
The Holy Land Miracles of Jesus Forgiveness 
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ereo Pictures over 730 picture subjects. 
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